Synthesis and evaluation of N-(4-benzylphenyl)piperazines as VGF inducers.
A series of compounds was discovered that induce the production of VGF mRNA in SH-SY5Y cells and exhibit cytoprotection under tunicamycin induced endoplasmic reticulum (ER) stress. The aminophenol ring and linker chain of the template SUN N8075 (1) was modified to yield compounds with higher efficacy and lower propensity for adverse effects.